In 1997, training. For three years he prayedCollege and graduated from Erskirfe
Hum- for this. Theological Seminary with a Mastef
phrey In 2001, God answered theof Divinity degree. Humphrey ther
ol Kanga prayers. Humphrey was able to selteturned home to Kenya.
4 accepted some land in Kenya to prepare for  In 2007, with the help of our firs
a call to the journey to America. After arriv- mission team of 18, he and the Kef--
be a lay ing in New York City and losing a yan KCK team built and founded th!
pastor in pus ticket, he had only $5 in hiskenya Connection Orphanage whidh
Kenya. Within four years his youngpocket. Through the kindness ofnow houses 17 children and f-
church had grown to a congregation o§ome other people, he arrived at themama”.
over 200 members. His pastoral duBig Chicken" in Marietta, Georgia, Today the Kenya Connectio
ties included visiting, praying for andto meet a man that happened to liveontinues to support the Children’
with the members, preaching, anthear Mars Hill Presbyterian ChurchHome as well as more than 100 chi-.
teaching the word of God. in Acworth. dren throughout the region, helping
After the rapid church growth,  Humphrey walked to Mars Hill provide school fees, uniforms, sho
Humphrey felt overwhelmed by theChurch to worship, go to Sundaymedical care and food. Yearly mi
task and he felt that he lacked suffiSchool and Men of the Church meetsion trips bring God to the lives o
cient training to minister to a congre-ings. The congregation welcomedhose who need it most. Property hgs
gation of that size. It was after thisHumphrey and learned of his missiorbeen purchased for another home ko # %
realization that Humphrey startedand started helping him towards hide built as the children get older arld I
praying to God to open a way for himgoals. After five years, in 2006,to house more children in desperafe  $% &
to go to a seminary in the U.S. forHumphrey attended Atlantic Bible situations.

0O !

- logical Seminary, it was sickening fo
think about going back to Kenya. Hut v
one thing | knew deep in my heart vlas

-7 o1

. that God had called me for a cause Jat
Those were words exclaimed b ger than myself. | thank God for givijg (
Louise Mell of Mars Hill Presbyterian me that courage to commit myself to fhe
Church after leading a team of 1B one larger than | am. !
members from Mars Hill Presbyterial Faith in God gave me the power gni (
Church to come help build an orpha church together with Kenya Connecmomentum to return to Kenya to sejve .
age in Kenya. When Louise and tl tion team members over to us. Bgy poverty-stricken and AIDS devgs- (') ™+

team visited Kenya, they saw the e your yearly visit and continued finantated community. When | had all thgse

tent of poverty the people were endt cial and material support, you aréears, little did | know that God had gut ,

ing. The water the community drar truly living here. For three years nowpn my path the Mars Hill Church afd

was muddy, in the hospital three pe Mars Hill has been sponsoring mismany of friends from the States to stgnc( - ./,
ple shared a bed, 9 year old childr sjon trips in Kenya. They bring withwith me to do something small for Gof.

of had not gone to school because tf them a container full of suppliesGod gave me favor to partner with pgo 0/ 0
lacked clothes, uniforms or other bas tools, medical supplies, VBS suppliegle better than myself. The Kenya C¢n-

school supplies. Over 98% of the pe and lots of other things to help theection team from the States is tha.

ple in the countryside walked bai community in our village and countryteam. The Kenya Connection Tegm
footed. The team saw diseases li  After tasting the American way ofn€émbers and our volunteer coordinafors
jiggers which were unknown to them |ife; | was greatly tempted to stay irin Kenya is another.

We are so grateful to God for bringir that great country. Once | finished He is a God of miracles and wqn-
people like Louise and the entiimy Masters degree at Erskine The@ers. Let me thank all

#$

%

%
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the Kenya Connection fraternity in the Sta be people with names widely known pastorsany children’s lives have been touched

for giving selflessly their money, material evangelists, presidents and bishops - but whhough VBS. We have over 130 children

time and prayers in evangelizing and prov those who have toiled selflessly in quiet obsdn- our books who are receiving regular

ing the needs of the orphaned, the desti rity for the benefit of the least of these. sponsorship. May God richly bless you.

and community in my homeland. | want to thank all those who have contifithank you for your confidence and trust in
I think heaven'’s inner circles will not on ued sponsoring our ministry in Kenya. Smur ministry in Kenya.
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money sent through Kenya Connepeas, dried beans, sugar, flour, brig=
tion is that the administration costand cooking fat. They also bri
are very minimal. The money goebathing soap bars and Vaseline.
from our church directly to Hum-school levies are paid once a
phrey, who then uses it to pay schofdr the entire school term. All of the Haveyou ever dreamed of taking the trip of a life
fees and uniforms, purchase foodjds got new uniforms in May whightime? Would you like to make a big difference in a littiea
medicine, etc. The money does nutas a blesging! The mission tefmyould you like to meet your sponsored child? Why not go
go to the parents. When the teasaw a great improvement from ‘07}tQith our team to Kenya this year?
traveled to Chuka in 2009, we met '89. The team always has a wonder-
friend of Humphrey's who is an acful time during this visit. The
countant and who had helped Hunspend their time talking with tHe / proxi P3|
phrey set up the books for Kenyaids, playing games, praying, will focus primarily on visiting homes of our
Connection Kids in Excel. He did aling them Bible stories and just I¢t- sponsored children out in the field. At this time
of this at no charge! Every penny weng them know that God, and sofne it looks like there will be 5 traveling from
have sent over the years was aather very special people, love the ﬁ Mars Hill. If you are interested in going,
counted for. 9/ contact the Marietta Health Dept. Travel
Connection Days are held once a Sponsoring a child cos <Clinic, $$ "% %", now for an appointment to discuss
month in each area. Humphre)$;30-00 per month and rene sgeded immunizations. If you do not haye a passport, you
Daniel and the entire KCK team gG’_iutomatlcally each year. THiswill also need to quickly start that application.

In Cheera and Nairobi, they meet at!g@* deductable, charitable cop- , ,
church, and in Tharaka they meet fibution can be made in ofe For more information contact:

. PR early payment or paid monthjy.
e bac o ey ey hoflease contact Lotise Mell fo < 0 )
9 €'%he may help you select the rifjht > o n @ /

their food and supplies. The basig,.. :
supplies that are given each mon[%h"d for your family. $S/SA%L" / $8/ 1 $%% /

The trip will cost approximately $3,000 per person and
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It's January and the kids are back door games - they include badmintgn, The school children are back to start off thewst |i
school after the Christmas break. T cards and soccer, which is their favorije.erm and the first days are dedicated to sharing of jhow
holiday was wonderful and they reall Before they leave for field, they help tigythe festive vacation has been. Children at the Connegtion
enjoyed the Christmas festivities and t the house and tidy their shoes ready for ft¢ome definitely have a wonderful story to tell.
New Year. They had ample time for pz next day. The children are responsible for On Dec. 2%, Christmas got merrier before the rfal
ties, soccer and swinging at the pla keeping up with their belongings and thpglay came. A party held at Paul Murianki's home jvas
ground. The first term of 2010 has beg also take care of the rabbits they hajeamong the memorable moments. The hours of theg day
with each child being promoted to t They have delegated days when each peseemed to go by quickly and the joy, laughter & gooflies
next class and they are so jovial abcson will feed the rabbits. that accompanied the day made it a great one.
this. Currently the children are divided infjo  As the day dawned, the kids at home got reaqy to

As a daily routine they wake up two “teams”. This helps to build camarpiravel to the Murianki home for the day, where tley
5:00 a.m., they prepare and by 6:00 a derie and helps the children accompltvould eat, dance and have fun. The team was pregaring
they have their breakfast. They walk their tasks with a little more fun with eadhfood for the day's meal. The kids prepared songs, daces,
school a distance of about 20 minutes wanting their team to have the high scoreaoems and verses to accompany the day.
their morning classes. They walk ba The team led by Alex leads with 131  The day began at about 11:00 a.m. as all the]kids
home for lunch at 12:45 p.m.. Alex ar scores and Uncle Daniel's team is secqndere driven to Paul's residence for the party, it dfn't
Brenda are taken their food to school with 109 scores. Every score in any garpé¢ake long before they became familiar with the new envi-
the other children on their way bac and especially football, adds a score on frenment. Youngsters Alex, Abigail, Josee, Oliver, th
since their bodies are not supposed list and any misbehavior leads to ded§iand others were there to keep the kids entertaineq and
strain due to their health condition. tion of mark. quite busy with games and card playing as the foodjwas

In the afternoon they attend tt Abigail, Humphrey's daughter, arjdgetting ready.
classes to 4:.00 p.m.. At 5:00 p.m., tl Ruth have been volunteering all the wegk- At noon, lunch was ready, thanks to Helen and Anne
children walk home and immediatel ends to read the Bible stories and hglwho helped prepare lunch for 40 people. Chapatti's, frice,
take off and shine their shoes. Th with cleaning the home and the cogmeat from a goat slaughtered in the previous Bay,
change out of their school uniforms, p pound. chicken meat and soup, fruits, drinks were served.|The
on play clothes and wash their socl As the day draws to an end, the chijoy of having such a bountiful meal was written all oper
Aunt Pauline must approve each socl dren get ready for bed. The home haf the faces of the young children and the Kenyan teamjtoo.
cleanliness before it can be hung on flarge bathroom with several stalls aphdbigail told the Christmas story and it was wonderful.
line or on a bush to dry. When this each child takes a shower and brush&he kids learned a lot from it and they sang lot§ of
done they take a snack and are helpec their teeth. The home has four bedroofh£hristmas carols.
mom and aunt to do their homewor Two rooms each have four girls, one rogm We thank the sponsors of the party - the US tepm -
which takes about 45 minutes. On Tue has eight boys sleeping on the skirpnfor making this day a wonderful one and bringing the]big
days they have spiritual hour. They us “military style” bunk beds that we septSMILES on the faces of these children. The party efded
ally have games on Mondays, Wedne¢ over in the container and one room is foat about 6.00 p.m. and with the kids wondering howjthe
days and Fridays, assisted by Uncmama Ellyjoy and Moses. day had gone by so quickly. It was a memorable darty
Daniel and Alex Muthengi, Humphrey" The children are so happy and prand it will linger longer in the lips and hearts of thgse
son. thankful they have been provided tiihildren.

They do a variety of indoor and oL home of love.
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Daniel came to Kenya Connecand abandoned the engineering He is determined. He recently
tion in 2008. He met Humphrey(schooling | was taking)” said Danieljoined the university and is currently
through a friend and he was livingHe merged well with the community angbursuing a Degree in Community De-
in Nairobi. He came when the orthe children and has been of great assi®lopment in the nearby University,
phanage was still in its first stagesance with our children. He works welChuka University College, as he
and only the foundation slab was iwith the volunteers in the field to get thawaits to sit for his diploma exams in
place. He volunteered with Kenyanecessary information making the worklairobi. We are all so grateful for the
Connection Kids for 8 months andjuite easier. much support that US and Kenya have
he was so dedicated in his work. “I  When the orphanage was in place, geven and shown him.
got interested in what Humphreyalso was so dedicated and he interacted | quote the objective in his curricu-
was doing. | begged to volunteer invell with the kids at home and the idedum vitae/resume, “desire to change
the ministry where | found great joytity “Uncle Dan” came automatically.the society positively, through assist-
in working with the kids and it wasThey love him and play a lot with himing the undeserved and less privilegec
like a new discovery of myself. land especially in games where they faa the society.” We wish him good in
realized this is what God wanted meilitate with Alex Muthengi, and otherhis course and purpose that God ha:
to do in my life, | accepted the callvolunteers. called him to fulfill.

, D. 4 H
)

The purchase of Daniel's motoreach the kids at their homes and iday and have much time with them,
bike in October was a breakthrougbchools”, said Daniel. their guardians, siblings and teachers.
for Kenya Connection activities and Most paths in some areas are very Operations between the Children'
operations. It greatly helps Daniel'sough and so small, but with a motorHome and the Connection office has
operations in the field while visitingbike its possible to cruise through themlso been eased and Uncle Daniel ca

the children in the out-with ease. It's also helpful for Danielnow visit the home often and play

lying villages and de-who does not have to worry if he willwith the children, especially after

livering food and sup-catch the next car to some areas whesehool and on weekends for game:

plies and sponsor packvehicles only commute at particularand other co-curricular activities

ages to them. times of the day. Much heartfelt thanks goes to all
“I am so thankful “Whenever | got late | had to calthe US connection fraternity for your

for the donations thatHumphrey to pick me up or | couldkind donation that made it possible for

Y+, -

made it possible to getwalk, but thank God that today | carthis motorbike to be acquired. May the
me this bike. It's really manage it in time,” Daniel said. lord God bless you abundantly.

a great help getting in some remote Its now possible to gather a lot of

areas where the car won't access itdormation, get to see more kids in a

3

The July 2009 Mission visit bytity of the Connection Kids home. brothers and sisters, mostly Ken or
the U.S team shall linger for quite  As Paul, Jake, Parker, Myra, LaylaBrenda, and they will swing all after-

sometime in the Cindy, US team and Kenya team agioon, and play in the “house.”
minds of children sembled the playground kit, anxiety and The children relax at the play-
at Kenya Connec- excitement could be seen on the face&gound after school, during weekends

tion Kids Chil- and hearts of the children. When all ther on holidays. It's also quite new
dren's Home. A parts were assembled to their rightfuhnd eye catching thing to the mem-
gesture that hasplaces what has turned out to be thigers of the community and mostly

brought great joy trademark of the home was in placehat's what they talk about whenevel
these beautiful Joy, laughter and excitement couldhe pay the home a visit. Most of the

faces was planted clearly be noted in the faces of the chilehildren around at times will request

right at the middle dren as they made their first climb andb join the kids at home so that they
of the home - a playground thaswing, everyone wanted to have a bettean play together at the playground,
is new and that created memorafeel of it. as they swing, climb the ladder to the
ble smiles on the faces of the Moses -the youngest brother- hasmall house and have fun.

children. We are thankful for themade it his spot, and if he in not in- We are so thankful to the U.S
playground kit that was donateddoors, or asleep you will find him onConnection team for this donation

by the Eric & Leslie Norden the playground kit. When Mom Ellyjoy that has brought such great joy at the
family and the US Connection teamand Aunt Pauline are busy carrying outome.
which has turned out to be the identheir chores, he will get one of his
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Alex is one of the children who is at the &iConnection Children's home in Chuka Meru, Kenya. tabdsit 8 yea:ls
old. His birth date could not be traced, but its belidvedvas born in 2002. Alex was living in devastating conuttioefor

he was adopted by the Kenya Connection Home. Afterghthdf their mother, he lived with his sister, wies very irre
sponsible and their father who neglected them. Higefas an alcoholic and never cared about his childkix survived
under the mercies of the well wishers who fed him andhetbhim. He begged for food in the streets and from neigpbors

daily.

One evening as Humphrey was walking home, deapproached by this young brgve
boy who requested him to buy him a piece of roasted coazén He gladly did so a
they engaged in a conversation where he learned maoué thlecfamily. Humphrey says “
| talked to the boy, the Holy Spirit impressed in myrhélaat the Lord had brought t
child on my way for help, | got so interested

the boy and visited the shanty where he lived
his 11 year old sister.” The shanty was a s
room of 6 x 8 ft. Humphrey was shocked to r
ize that the entrance of this house was besi
poorly maintained septic tank which was v
deep and poorly covered. The place looked
doned and very dangerous for a child to live.
Kenya Connection sent him to pre-uni
Vestar School. His teacher, Mrs. Stella took
and took great care of him. The boy showed
ambition and worked hard despite the conditi
Whatever it took to get his homework done,
( @D ensured it was. He could sit along the road to
ish his work if the sister was not at home.

young street boy is very charming and friendly. “Whendveret Alex, he would run to-
wards me with a broad smile on his face. He would corak gty hand and say to me, 'Hello uncle, you are mydtidhe
boy would then hang onto my hands not in a hurry to reieadsaid Humphrey

Alex joined Kenya Connection Children's Hom&@08. He is HIV positive al
is under proper medication. Mama Ellyjoy takes great ahtke boy and ensures ttjat
he attends his doctor's appointment always and in timkex i& hardworking and qui
a jovial boy. He helps the mama with house chores affleool and after doing Hys
homework. Alex ensures his homework is done in timelanes reading a lot. H
best subjects include English and Mathematics. He i®mlyrin grade three (3) arfjd
his performance is standard.

He is very inquisitive, brilliant and very fnidly. He has kept his welcomifg
broad smile. He has recovered from the street liferevhe used to spend time an{ is
comfortably enjoying being at the Kenya Connection Chilts Home. May Go
richly bless Luther Hudson and his wife Sue of Mars BHurch, Acworth, GA, fo
their continued support and sponsorship for Alex. All@hary be to the Almighty

God

5 < 7(4:5.

The one acre plot of land we own near the @mld Home is under cultivation and we are thankfu] to
God for rains that we have been having recently. Yeéetteankful to the government for provision of inpyts,
maize seeds and the provided fertilizers which is fatitig good growth of the crops. The
crops have done quite well and soon we hope for much yl&éld$ope to get about 20 sadks
of maize out of this piece of land.

From the harvest we will be abldgied the children at the Home and those whgare
sponsored from their homes. We have two large mango &reesado and banana trees on fthe

land which will supply the homes with fruit.
Before the land is developed, we hope that it will lgad source of food for th
children and we give all Glory to God for all this.

D
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We are currently looking for Financial DONORSdise enough
3H# 4 funds to ship another container whenever the funds becometaeail
' $ It costs around $10,000 to send a fully packed 40' shipping container
Y 5 with DONATED GOODS.
0 Anyone who would like to donate to this worthy cawsermake
3 |/ their TAX DEDUCTIBLE checks out to:
$ ' "MARS HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH" put
/ 2 $ "KENYA CONTAINER LOGISTICS FUND” on the memo line-
"6 Attention Dickson Lester
/ 5 To help out or get donors, contacq-
Dickson Lester
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Eric is 9 years old. He lost his father in 20Dfe father succumbed to illness
to an HIV related illness. The mother currently is v&@ok and unable to stand on
own feet. The responsibility to provide food and other basixs for the family
four is a BIG challenge to her.

She is very proud of the boy who keeps position 1 in her.¢f@ss boy is an A st
dent, he has always scored between 442-456 marks in clast® ¢hree” said M
Mutegi.

Erick attends Sunday school at Kiereni PresbyteZtaurch. He is very active
Sunday school. This boy is very friendly and will alwaysla@me you with a bro
smile on his face. His favorite game is soccer asd plays hide and seek with ot
children at school.

His late father, Mr. Francis, was a carpeand a very hardworking man. He
built his family a timber (board) house with tin roof on tbp. He had great dream
his family. All this was interrupted by the cruel handdefith on him. Right now E
and his other siblings are living in deplorable conditiortgyThardly get enough
eat. They are often out of school because of lacking stéwek and other supplies.

What would you like to become when you are through with yetudies?
“l would want to be an engineer.”
What kind of engineer?Airplanes and be a pilot (aeronautical engineering)”

Eric’'s dream is to be able to make a lot of money ang pebple with problems.
this time the boy is in a problem himself.*

{
* Eric is no longer “in a problem himself.” He hbasen recently sponsored by the Toller Family of RGH ‘
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Tharaka is a semi arid area whichsorghum, millet, cow peas and groundnutghich is not very clean and looks mud
receives low rainfall of less than 49.25 inchds the fields. There is hope for a harvest arichey don't get to treat water properly gnd
per year; Atlanta normally get 50.2 per yealivestock will get forage. The people's hopthey drink the water directly from these rjv-
In the last three years the area has receiV@ab been re-kindled since they are expectirgs; their cows goats and other animals pill
less rainfall and is suffering from droughto have enough food this season. The honaso drink from these rivers. In some arpas
conditions. The temperature in this aresteads in this area are made of mud wapieople walk for seven or more miles to pet

ranges from 77* to 113* F. and grass thatched walls; the life here imater.
The Tharaka area of Igamba Ng'omB#araka is quite simple. The area has limited number of schgols
division of Meru-south district has a surface In this region we have 26 kids whwhich are sparsely located. Kids from this

area of about 82 sqg. miles with about 11&re sponsored, we have three who are in tloeality will walk for an hour to get to t
people per square kilometer, with a populdenya Connection home from Tharaka, tooschool. Some schools don't have adeqgpate
tion of about 23,000 as per 1999 census. Thbe guardian and the kids are so apprecfacilities and some pupils will be forced fto
people in this region mostly practice pastoraiive for the help that they get, and they afgave their classrooms under the shade pf a
ism, where they herd and rear cows, goatn supportive in taking care of these kidsee. Because their levies are paid, the spon-
donkeys and hunting dogs. They also do saadd encouraging them to be in school. $iored kids have managed to be in schpols
harvesting since the are has some quarrtekes KCK team members approximately 3@nd are doing well, they have really i
where they mine building blocks. minutes to get to Tharaka from Chuka bgroved and they are thankful to God for his
Whenever there is sufficient rainfalicar or motorbike. There is a central meetingpod doings.
they practice farming. The people of this ardacation but they also travel to homes which We are so thankful to the sponsors yvho
mostly grow maize, beans, millet, cashesan be many miles away. Sponsored chhave children in Tharaka. Your sponsorghip
nuts, sorghum, birdseeds, mangoes & avoadren and their guardians have been knovpmovides them with levies, food, clothing gnd
dos which are ground to make porridge. We walk for two hours to meet the KCKthe children are so encouraged to attend
thank God that we had rains from late lag¢am. school since they know they will get foodjat
year-09 and the fields are really promising The area has limited rivers, the peoplaeir homes and their basic needs will|be
and the people will get some maize, beansalk long distances in order to get watemet.
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William comes
from Cheera village
of Chuka Division in
Meru south. He is
currently 12 years
old. He attends
Kathutwa  primary
school and is in
grade four. The
young boy stays with
his single father,

Maureen comes
from lkuu area of
Chuka division in
Kenya. During
connection days we
meet her at Cheerg
connection center.
She is currently in
grade three in lkuu
Primary school. She
is 12 years of age.
Maureen stays with

who is peasant
farmer. Since he got sponsored by VBS
2007, William has changed a lot and is do-
ing well in school. He has developed a very
positive attitude about life and school. He
has been well supplied with the basic
needs of life. He has constantly been in
school for his school levies, and other sup-
plies have been provided . He is of so much
help to the father and he is always out to
help the house chores after his classes. He
was one of the affected children by jiggers
but through the effort of Kenya Connection
US and team, he is now free from them. He
loves playing football and athletics. He has
no siblings.

William only walks about 7 minutes
walk to the school. He is so lucky to live a
stone throw distance from school.

Kelvin comes
from Kiereni vil-
lage in Chuka area.
He is currently 14
years of age an in
grade 5 in Kiereni

primary  school.
Kelvin lives in his
paternal uncle's

family. There are 6
more children in

her elderly grandmother since her mother
tries to get odd jobs to feed the family.
She has two brothers, Maurice who is in
grade four and Kelvin who is not in
school. She walks for about 15 minutes to
school, she is doing well in school and we
are so proud of her. She desires to work in
the forces once she is through with her
school. Asked why she says, “it's because
| want to help my mother.”

We are thankful for the VBS 08 for
assisting Maureen in the past which has
enabled us to supply her with the food,
school supply, clothing, and other basic
needs. Her account has run out and we
will so much appreciate any more spon-
sorship directed to this girl for the glory
of God.

his family. He is
responsible for looking after the goats and
sheep and gathering firewood for cooking.
He loves soccer and hide and seek.

Kelvin has one brother, Maston , in
grade 1 and one sister, Gaceri, who is not
yet in school. Kelvin is doing well in class
the last term he was position 8 out 30 chil-
drenin his grade.

He walks for about 15 minutes to
school and gets back home in the evening
to tend the goats once he is through with
his homework.

The VBS sponsorship has enhanced us
to help him with school levies, supplies,
food and medical expenses among other
basic needs. He looks forward to a full
time sponsor so he may stay in school.



